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SUBJECT: November 21-22, 1963, Meeting of the U -;;. !.: c-T V>' '' 

President's Foreign Intolligance Advisory Board ^ 
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r' • November 21/ 1963 ' 

' : • ft* 

The President’s Foreign Intelligence Advisory Board convened in / 

'V ■ ; -f 

Executive Session at 9:00 a.tn. November 21, 1963, on the first day of a < 

scheduled two-day meeting, at the Board’s offices, Room 297 Executive Office 

Building. Present were Chairman Clifford; members Land, Gray, Langer and 

* s 

Doolittle; J. Patrick Coyne, Executive Secretary; and A. R. Ash. 

f Chairman Clifford informed Board member* that in this two-day meeting 

* •* • - . 

consideration would be given to the Soviet espionage case involving the late 
0. S # Amy Sergeant Jack E. 'Dunlap, previously assigned to the National 
Security Agency by the Army Security Agency. Mr. Clifford said that the 
Board was in a position to do a unique service in this situation, and was 

the only Government entity engaged in. a detailed, full-time review of the 

# •• /• 

counterintelligence and national security ramifications of the case. 

• 

Chairman Clifford advised Board members* that some of the facts involved are 

-* ■ ■ * • 

extremely sensitive and ’must be given extreme security. (Here Mr. Clifford 
outlined to the Board the subs tance, o£ highly . sensitive information which 

v .■» .;v >4l ,- 

had been given orally to Mr. Coyne by FBI-Director Hoover for the information 

‘ . . -J ^ ' { • 

of the Board and the President with, res*pect to. a uniquely valuable intelli- 
gence source which supplied the espionage activities 
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USSR from the Middle /as t) ; Clemens and Felfe’ (who served 9 years in the 
5 ^v-V^v.vY; ^ cst German . counterespionage service; and were uncovered through a Polish 
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Mr. Helms also 


'• '.'{••• P reeen ted another chart • dealing -with case's of .espionage penetrations by other 
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° Vlet bl0c intelligence * service** Including 'Czechia , East Germans, Poles and 

■rfS* *ir> Yugoslavs.. • ' • •• 
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j&S Mr. Hurphy asked whether .CU had 'concurred in the U. S. release of the 
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SB ' Soviet es Pi°nage agent, Able',-' in ^exchange' for U-2 pilot Powers. Mr. Helms 


:t; prevailed in that decision,*'?. 
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not directly or indirectly involved in support of Diem forces which raided 
the pagodas* 


Continuing, Mr. Colby reported to the Board that in September and 
October CIA had identified (1) a General's coup group, and (2) a coup 
group headed by junior officers and civilians, which was all set to move 
on October 24 but could not do so for lack of needed trucks, Mr. Colby 
then vent on to describe the Generals 1 coup action which resulted in the 
overthrow of the Diem government, along the lines publicly reported. 

In answer to Mr. Murphy * s . question, Mr. .Colby informed the Board that 
there were 10 executions of members of the Diem regime during The coup 
action. 

Looking ahead, Mr. Colby stated that ’as soon as the Generals have 
finished removing pro-Diem officials from the Government they will proceed 
to institute popular programs in an effort to solidify the support of the 
people in the prosecution of the war effort (the strategic hamlet program will 
probably be continued). The Generals will have to change the cotnpar tmentat ion 
of the Vietnam military forces which . Diem , had established as a means of 
preventing the Generals from knowledge of. the overall situation. Accordingly, 
the new ruling Generals* group sees, the . need -for thorough reorganization 
of the military chain of command, and are. attempting to form an organizational 
pattern which will be better suited to fighting the war against the. Viet 
Cong. The basic war concept is to clean out Cong forces in the southern 
delta area and then expand military activities in the northern area. 


General Doolittle asked whether there is any organized Communist 
movement within South Vietnam. Mr. Colby replied that the Viet Cong guerilla 
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€ ^f or ^ has penetrated into the South Vietnamese society. Viet Cong 
military units arc guided by Cong Political Committees which are set up in 
each Province, There is, Mr. Colby stated, a Communist Party in South 
Vietnam whose main efforts are directed at "shooting at us" and propagandizing 
the South Vietnamese into the belief that their real enemies are the U. S. 
and the present Government of the country. . 

In answer to Mr. Pace's .question as to whether realistic looks have 
been taken : of the potentials for winning the war in Vietnam, Mr. Colby said 
that a hard nose look is • necessary. It is not yet clear whether the new 

9 

Government regime can claim the support of the people in the countryside. 

The situation is in fair shape in the northern two-thirds of the country, 
but is bad in the southern one third. 

Mr. Coyne inquired about U. S. coordination of its some fifteen 
intelligence elements in South Vietnam. Mr. Colby said that the J-2 is 
coordinating military intelligence activities, CIA coordinates political 
intelligence efforts, and paramilitary matters are being turned over to 
U. S. Special Forces. He said that there are 200 personnel engaged in the 
CIA effort in South Vietnam. 

Sr. Langer asked about the recall of the CIA Station Chief in Saigon 
(Richardson) Mr. Colby said that Richardson had become publicly identified 
as a close contact of the Diem regime at a time, whan the U. S. Government 
became criticnl of policies of the Diem regime. 

As for French Government attitudes toward the South Vietnam situation, 

Mi, Colby observed that the French have considerable commercial holdings 
in the country and a history, of cultural affinity, and the French are 
piqued at their loss of a "protective image". 
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Mr. Colby concluded his discussion with the Board and left the meeting 
at 1:00 p.a. 

In executive session, the Board had a further discussion of its report 
to be made to President Kennedy on the Dunlap case. Chairman Clifford 
brought Messrs. Murphy and Pace, up to date on the principal matters covered 
at the preceding day's session of the Board meeting with regard to the ex- 
tensive review and materials which had been completed thus far by Hr. Gray 

and Mr . . Coyne the Dunlap case. Mr. Clifford summed up the Board's reaction 
of being aghast at the shocking looseness of security attitude at the NSA. 

He referred to. the many questions which had been put to the Director of NSA 
at yesterday's session. Mr. Clifford observed that General* Pitch had made 
a very intelligent presentation, and that an exceedingly valuable session 
had been had with General Carroll of DIA. Mr. Clifford said that after- 
lunch the Board would complete its consideration of the Dunlap report and 
recommendations which the .Board Panel had drafted. Arrangements had not 
been made for a meeting of Board members with President Kennedy in con- 
junction with this particular Board meeting because Mr. Clifford had felt 
that the Board would require all the time of this 2-day meeting to complete 
action on its report on a complex subject. 

Chairman Clifford said that Board members should plan to convene for 
half a day at the next Board meeting and then meet with the President for 
an hour on the Dunlap case report. In view of the serious nature of the 
counterintelligence problems involved, Mr. Clifford expressed the opinion 

the Board, s report and recommendations may well constitute one of the 
most important contributions which the Board has made. 
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Hr. Clifford then informed Board Dembers Hurphy and Pace of che 
Board’s discussion yesterday assessing the degree of damage resulting 
from Dunlap s ospionage activities. Recogniring the difficulty of arriving 
at an assessment at this time, Hr. Clifford observed that the damage must 
have been serious, and he noted that the CIA is still evaluating its practice 
of sending its sensitive, documents to the USA. Hr. Clifford stated that 
despite differences of opinion which may exist as to the damage done to 
U. S. interests by Dunlap's espionage service for the Russians, the Board 
has information which hears on the subject but which cannot be made generally 
known and which the Board can pass on only to the President, (Hr. Clifford 
then related to the Board the most sensitive item, consisting of information 
which had boen given to Hr. Coyne by appropriate authority, for reporting 
the Board and to the President. It was agreed by Board members that the 
Board must take, particular pains to protect this information, and would do 


At 1:35 the Board adjourned for lunch at the White House Stuff Hess. 

Having heard the report of the assassination of President Kennedy 
which had Just occurred at 2:00 p.m. EST in Dallas, Chairman Clifford re- . 
convened the Board in executive session. Hr. Clifford expressed the keen 
sense of personal loss which he felt upon the President's death. He joined 
Board members in their individual expressions of profound sorrow occasioned 

by the tragic circumstances of the President's death, and their deep sympathy 
and concern for the President's family. 

Chairman Clifford announced that at this point the Board's meeting of 
the past two days was at a close, and that completion of the Doard's report 
which was in preparation for submission to President Kennedy would be 


suspended pending further developments. 
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I.': v.. Chairman Clifford's fa.llng that it would be inappropriate 
*"“ Pr ‘“'“ r *’ d “ rln « th « WMlltlon period following Prs.td.nt Kenned,', 
le.th, for the Board to p r e, e „t to Pre.ldent Johnson the Board'. reoo ra ende 
lion, calling for au. 'tantl.l chdnge. In the U. S. Intelligence effort. 

Hr. Clifford eipre.aed hi. Intention, and Board „„b,rs agra.d, to Indicate 
to President Johnson a. aeon- a. :poi, Iblo i the' Board'. .iUlng.ea. to aerv. 
in any vay posalble. Heanwhile, pending a resolution by President Johnson 
a. to whether the Board would continue a. an Institution, and t o the 

‘ Pr " l ' 1S "' : ' S Ul * h ' s ooncerning continued service, of the present .Chalrawn 
and embers. Chalnnsn Clifford a.P d that the Board n.nber. he prepared to 
»e.t on a ,»Uk notice ahould intelligence development. require It. 

Hr. Clifford ..Id that he would infer, the DCI of the course of action which 
the Board was Caking aC chis time. 

The Board casting „a. adjourned at 3 = 20 p..„ subject to call of the 
Chairman as deCemined by developments. 
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November ? 0 , 1963 


PRESIDENT'S FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE ADVISORY BOARD 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE MEMBERS 
SUBJECT: South Vietnam 

The Director of Central Intelligence has suggested 
to the Chairman that the Board might wish to be brought 
up to date on recent intelligence and relaced activities 
involved in South Vietnam, including the activities of 
CIA preceding and following the overthrow of Diem. 

The Chairman concurred in this suggestion. 

Accordingly, arrangements have been made for the 
Board to be provided an oral briefing on the subject by 
Mr. William Colby, Chief of the Far East Division, of 
the DD/P Staff, CIA. 


J. Patrick Coyne 
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